
Welcome to a new school year at Odell Elementary!  

I am looking forward to meeting our families that I have not had the chance to 
meet yet as I begin my first year at Odell. I am overwhelmed by the sincere and 
generous welcome that has been extended to me already this year. I bring 
experiences from the last 24 years as an elementary teacher, 
curriculum/assessment coordinator, elementary principal, middle school principal, 
and high school assistant principal from Texas, Oklahoma, and Georgia. But my 
family and I are so happy to call North Carolina our home now!  

It is my desire to make this school year the best academically and emotionally for 
your child. I am looking forward to a successful year where we will continue the 
excellence our campus and school system is known for.  

Many years ago at a Fourth of July celebration, it was the custom to watch the competition 
of huge horses hooked up to a sled to test their muscle with a horse pull. Weights are added 
until each horse reaches its limit. One year, the duel came down to two horses, each of which 
succeeded in pulling 4,500 pounds. Then an old farmer suggested that they be hitched up 
together to see how much they could pull. It seemed logical that 9,000 pounds would be the 
limit- but as a team, the horses hauled an amazing 12,000 pounds!  
 

Like the horses, parents and teachers can achieve more for children when they work 
together than when they work separately. Parents know more about their children than 
teachers ever will. Teachers know more about developmental stages and learning processes 
than parents do. By combining their knowledge and expertise, parents and teachers can give 
children a better chance at success. (-Mary Lou Dickey) 
 

Let’s pull together to “haul” in the most this year for our children and campus! It’s going to 
be a great year! 
 
	  


